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Final Guidance on Consideration of Greenhouse Gas Emissions and the Effects of Climate Change

Under NEPA, Federal agencies are required to consider and disclose the potential effects of their actions and
decisions on the environment. In many cases, Federal actions have the potential to contribute to climate change by
producing greenhouse gas emissions or alternatively, be affected by many of the impacts of a changing climate,
such as rising sea levels, extreme weather, drought and wildfires. A final guidance released last month provides a
level of predictability and certainty by outlining how Federal agencies can describe these impacts by quantifying
greenhouse gas emissions when conducting NEPA reviews. This increased predictability and certainty will allow
decision makers and the public to more fully understand the potential climate impacts of all proposed Federal
actions, and in turn, assist agencies in comparing alternatives and considering measures to mitigate the impacts of
climate change. https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/08/02/fact-sheet-white-house-council-
environmental-quality-releases-final

Green Infrastructure and Climate Change

EPA released “Green Infrastructure and Climate Change: Collaborating to Improve Community Resiliency”. As

different parts of the country become drier, wetter or hotter, community leaders and citizens are looking to green

infrastructure to improve their community’s resiliency to the effects of climate change. In 2015, EPA convened
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Change Food Video Library

Change Food is pleased to announce the official launch of The Change Food Video Library. The Library consists of
a growing database of the best short-length videos on various topics infood and farming, including talks from
Change Food, The Real Food Media Project, TED, TEDxManhattan and other TEDx events. The Library has also
developed an online event guide to help anyone around the world organize and host their own video event, whether
it be a lunch time video club or an all day extravaganza.

USDA Toolkit to Assess Economic Impact of Local Foods

This new USDA toolkit will help communities and businesses evaluate the economic benefits of investing in local
food systems. It was developed by the Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) to help communities reliably evaluate
the economic impact of investing in local and regional food systems. The Local Food System Toolkit provides
detailed guidance in seven modules to measure and assess the expected economic impacts of local food
investments. The toolkit can be downloaded as a PDF here.

Launch of the Bats for the Future Fund: Slow the Spread of White-Nose Syndrome

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) have
created the Bats for the Future Fund, a competitive grant program that will fund the development of treatments
for white-nose syndrome (WNS) to promote the survival of bats in North America. USFWS has pledged $1
million to seed the fund, which will annually pool public and private dollars to support existing and new disease
treatments and tools against WNS.

More than 6 million bats have died over the past decade from WNS. In some sites, up to 100 percent of bats have
disappeared. Since signs of the disease were first observed in New York state in 2006, WNS has spread rapidly
from the Northeast to the Midwest, Southeast and eastern Canada. The disease is caused by a cold-loving fungus
that attacks hibernating bats. More than half of the bat species in the United States and Canada hibernate to
survive the winter and are potentially susceptible. Without a solution, several bat species may be in danger of
extinction. Bats play key roles in nature while also providing important benefits by controlling insect pests.
Recent studies estimate that bats eat enough pests to save the U.S. corn industry alone more than $1 billion a year
in crop damage and pesticide costs, and more than $3 billion per year to all agricultural production.

Clean Power for All
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Join the Recycling Pledge

Make the commitment to raise Buffalo’s recycling rate from its current 26% to 34% (national averageO or
more. Interested in pledging? Please visit www.buffalorecycles.org for resources to help you recycle your
materials. You may win the 34andMore T-Shirt too!

EPA Environmental Justice Strategic Plan for 2016-2020

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has released its Environmental Justice 2020 Action Agenda (EJ
2020) plan for 2016 to 2020. Environmental justice is the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all
people regardless of race, color, national origin, or income, with respect to the development, implementation, and
enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and policies. EPA's goal is to provide an environment where all
people enjoy the same degree of protection from environmental and health hazards and equal access to the
decision-
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Solar City and Tesla Announce Solar Roofs

Elon Musk, Tesla CEQ, recently announced that Buffalo’s new Solar City facility will be producing materials for
an integrated solar roof. Unlike a traditional roof-mounted solar panel array, which lays over an existing roof
covering (like tiles or shingles), the integrated system has the photovoltaic cells embedded right into the roof
covering. This product is ideal for homeowners that already need to upgrade their roofs or want a roof that looks
more attractive.

Oak Wilt Detected in Canandaigua

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) announced today that oak wilt, a tree
fungus that causes disease in oak trees, has been detected in Canandaigua, Ontario County. This is the third
location in New York State where oak wilt has been confirmed and the second location discovered in 2016. Oak
wilt is a serious tree disease in the eastern United States, killing thousands of oaks each year in forests, woodlots,
and home landscapes. Oak wilt is caused by the fungus, Ceratocystis fagacearum, which grows in the water-
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Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper and East Hill Foundation Announce Partnership

Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper and the East Hill Foundation have forged a new partnership to offer environmental
education programs in Niagara County, based out of the East Hill Foundation’s lighthouse facility. Through this
partnership, Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper will offer expanded watershed tours, educating the community about
Ellicott Creek, Tonawanda Creek, and the Niagara River. They will also offer more opportunities to participate in
their long-standing RiverWatch water quality testing program, and offer additional class sessions of River
Academy, a field-based training series that provides an introduction to our Niagara River watershed through weekly
classes in stream science, environmental stewardship, and hands-on learning experiences.

Cornell Small Farms Program Offers Online Courses

The Cornell Small Farms Program offers over twenty courses to help farmers improve their technical and business
skills. Students connect with other farmers, work on farm plans, and gain practical tips without leaving their home.
Most courses are six weeks long. Each week features an evening webinar and follow-up readings, videos, and
activities. Students and their instructors connect through online forums and live chat. If you aren't able to attend the
webinars in real-time, they are always recorded for later viewing. Courses include: Berry Production, Soil Health,
Woodland Mushroom Cultivation and more. Check the listings at http://www.nebeginningfarmers.org/online-
courses/ for more information on a particular course and the instructors.

Pacific Institute for Climate Solutions Offers Online Climate Courses

Climate Insights 101 is a short course series designed to provide users with an in-depth understanding of climate
science and related issues. Climate Insights 101 is produced as a series of modules, each with several animated
lessons. To learn more, visit: courses.

New Federal Toolkit Provides Guidance for Citizen Science Programs
The recent Open Science and Innovation Forum at the White House launched the release of the Federal

Crowdsourcing and Citizen Science Toolkit. The Toolkit provides guidance for federal agencies to design, carry
out, and manage citizen science projects. Learn more about the new toolkit.

Environmental Working Groups Guide to Healthy Cleaning

Environmental Working Group’s Guide to Healthy Cleaning now provides detailed information on more than 2,500
products, letting you easily find out about the health hazards and ecological concerns associated with the thousands
of chemicals in cleaners. Check it out at EWG’s Guide to Healthy Cleaning. You can also download their app.

Become a Watershed Sleuth

EPA and the National Environmental Education Foundation announced a new resource for students to learn how to
help solve water quality problems— by becoming a Watershed Sleuth! Students and citizen scientists can try to
build their own aquifers and take an online interactive quiz to find local water wasters. Children, families, K-12
school groups, and others can earn a different digital badge for each lesson they complete and show off their
watershed knowledge. Start the challenge today. (https://www.neefusa.org/watershed-sleuth)

Bird App Available

Audubon has released an updated version of the Audubon Bird Guide app and it’s now free to bird lovers
nationwide. With 821 species profiles and 3200-plus world-renowned bird photos, Audubon’s award-winning app
instantly turns any mobile device into the most trusted field guide in North America. To download the Audubon
Bird Guide, go to:www.audubon.org/apps. The free app also provides a great new way to engage more people in
becoming active participants in conservation action. Find a toolkit of resources on Audubon Works to help you
share the free app with your members and supporters. The toolkit includes tips and tricks for using the app, email
and social copy and images, ecards, a poster, and a captivating video.
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https://naaee.org/eepro/learning/monthly-webinar-series
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/5ae7e305fe60a0d84ac87b605f06faf5
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https://www.neefusa.org/greening-stem/greening-stem-educator-resources
https://www.neefusa.org/podcast-ep1

Flipside Science is a youth-powered series that tackles complex environmental topics and empowers viewers to
make a difference. This engaging and upbeat collection of videos, hosted by California Academy of Sciences youth,
explores how local communities are addressing environmental problems with solutions ranging from vertical
farming to greywater recycling.

Sustainability in Schools Simulation Game- The Education for Sustainability program has designed a simulation
game to show how to identify sustainability related projects that make financial sense and weave them together into
a coherent strategy that takes advantage of synergies. It also shows how to use those projects in curriculum.



http://www.calacademy.org/educators/flipside-science
http://www.sustainabilityallianceaz.org/2015/03/sustainability-in-schools-simulation.html
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SMILE: New STEM Activities for Educators is an award-winning, free access collection of nearly 4,000 STEM
education activities.
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https://www.epa.gov/education/presidential-innovation-award-environmental-educators
http://www.swananys.org/SustainabilityScholarship.htm

Grant and Scholarship Opportunities

EPA Rural Advantage Program — Technical Assistance is offering technical assistance to rural communities to
develop strategies that help grow the economy and revitalize downtown neighborhoods. EPA is offering three
programs: 1) Local Foods, Local Places (LFLP), which helps communities leverage local food enterprises to
diversify their economy and renew their downtowns, 2) Cool & Connected, which helps communities use
broadband service to create walkable, connected, economically successful neighborhoods, and 3) Healthy Places
for Healthy People, a new program that will help communities partner with health care facilities to catalyze
downtown revitalization and to improve options for healthy living and economic opportunity. For more
information, visit the news release. Deadline: November 6.

USDA Agriculture and Food Research Initiative focuses on the priority to mitigate and adapt to climate variability
and change. It supports activities that reduce greenhouse gas emissions, increase carbon sequestration in
agricultural and forest production systems, and prepare the nation's agriculture and forests to adapt to variable
climates. The long-term outcome for this program is to reduce the use of energy, nitrogen fertilizer, and water by



https://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYxMDI1LjY1NDgzMjAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MTAyNS42NTQ4MzIwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTMwMTA5JmVtYWlsaWQ9YnlvdW5nQGRhZW1lbi5lZHUmdXNlcmlkPWJ5b3VuZ0BkYWVtZW4uZWR1JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&104&&&http://lists.icfwebservices.com/t/237683/1711622/21320/32/
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=285990
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https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/#FoaId746d7b5b-0f97-4848-b7d9-ba4f66905af9
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mailto:sam@ppgbuffalo.org
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/Funding-Opportunities/Current-Funding-Opportunities/PON-3413-Clean-Energy-Incubators
http://out02.thedatabank.com/?r=MTAwMw0KSjI2MzYyNC1DNDI3LU0xODYwMzAtLW5jYXRhZG1pbg0KMzc0NTY0MjczNjY1ODk0OTAwMjU1NjE5MTg2MDMwMTM0DQo5ZTAwMDAwMDNkZmJjZQ0KaHR0cDovL3d3dy5mbnMudXNkYS5nb3YvZmFybXRvc2Nob29sL2Zhcm0tc2Nob29sLWdyYW50LXByb2dyYW0NCmZ1bmRpbmcNCmJ5b3VuZ0BkYWVtZW4uZWR1



https://nifa.usda.gov/program/beginning-farmer-and-rancher-development-program-bfrdp
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=288520
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https://nywea.org/scholarship/NGKaul.cfm
https://www.wellsfargo.com/about/csr/ea/environmental-giving
http://publiclandseveryday.org/every-day-capacity-building-grant-details
http://www.karmaforcara.org/get-involved
http://www.cedartreefound.org/apply.html
http://www.volunteennation.org/blog/categories/latest-news/372-apply-for-an-international-service-project-grant?sf17720015=1
http://www.keenfootwear.com/keen-effect.aspx
http://www.ysa.org/awards/eyh/
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http://foundation.walmart.com/
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http://www.nps.gov/nifa
http://www.nps.gov/nifa
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http://csr.cisco.com/pages/global-impact-cash-grants
http://cisco.cybergrants.com/pls/cybergrants/ao_survey.form?x_gm_id=1484&x_section_id=12028&x_quiz_survey_id=5198
http://www.dec.ny.gov/regulations/4628.html
http://www.aquariumofniagara.org/intern.htm
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https://www.facebook.com/events/1655403488076189/

Buffalo Talks-Noon at Central Library Buffalo. Not for Profit Panel with Guest Speakers: Stuart Harper —
City Mission, Marylou Borowiak — Food Bank of WNY, Thomas Lynch — Goodwill, Tara Ellis — Meals on
Wheels. Representatives from the City Mission, Food Bank of WNY, Goodwill and Meals on Wheels will
give background information on their respective organizations, their missions, and relate how the
community can become involved in their charities. Free but please register.

Public Info Session on Hanging Bog Wildlife Managem-
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/from-sandy-to-snowvember-climate-change-and-buildings-in-new-york-state-tickets-27408698154
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http://www.buffalorecycles.org/
http://www.cce.cornell.edu/chautauqua/leaf1617
https://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&q=Cassadaga%20Creek%20Preserve%20Bloomer%20Road%2C%20Stockton%2C%20NY
http://www.chautauquawatershed.org/

Beast Feast- 10:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. Buffalo Zoo workshop. We aren’t the only ones who like to
celebrate Thanksgiving! Come learn how we prepare feasts for our Zoo animals. The workshop starts off
with a study on how delicious food can be with a light continental breakfast. Then we explore animal diet
and nutrition, observe animals enjoying their breakfast, and go behind-the-scenes to take a peek at the
Zo0’s specialized diet prep kitchen. $25/$30 (nonmember). register

Chestnut Ridge Conservancy 5th Annual Gala- 6:00 pm - 10:30 pm, $125. 5th Annual Chestnut Ridge
Conservancy Gala at the Orchard Park Country Club. This magnificent event is the primary fund raising
event for the Conservancy. Sponsorships are available at various levels. Inquiries should be addressed

to info@ChestnutRidgeConservancy.org. To purchase tickets to the gala, either call John

Bailey at 716.662.0236 or buy them below.

Sunday, November 6
Exploring Sinking Ponds -10:00am-12:00pm at Sinking Ponds Sanctuary, East Aurora. Sharing the
seasonal ecology of local ponds and mature forests. Cost $5/$7 (non-members). Register
at http://earthspiritedu.org/events.html

Family Hike: Ellicott Creek Park- Family adventure with a morning hike from 9-11am. Dress for the
weather! Cost is $10.00 for a family and will include your guided trip and snacks. Your adventure is
presented by the Paths, Peak & Paddles Guides and Instructors. www.pathspeakspaddles.com

Community Class: Basic Wheel Maintenance-6 to 7pm. Join us at our community workshop. We will
cover hub overhauling and adjustment, wheel truing, and how to fix a broken spoke. Practice wheels will
be available to work on but participants may also bring their own wheels. Please RSVP to Stacy
Sauvageau at stacy@gobikebuffalo.org. A $10 donation is suggested for our Sunday classes.

Monday, November 7
Toward a Sustainable Buffalo: Public Lecture Series — Buffalo State Graduate School in collaboration
with Open Buffalo and the Institute for Community Health Promotions will host "Taking Action on
Economic, Environmental, and Climate Sustainability,” from 6-8pm (2" part on Monday, December 5).
The series will feature community experts who will provide information about sustainability issues in our
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mailto:info@ChestnutRidgeConservancy.org
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Little Tykes Mini Nature Camp-9:30am - 11:30am. Enjoy a morning of fun and exploration at Tifft
Nature Preserve! Nature story-time, crafts, outdoor investigation and more help to foster the nature explorer
in your child. Healthy, kid-friendly snacks provided! Pre-registration required for ages 3-5. register,

$8 per child with adult, $4 additional child with same adult. BMS Members save 10%.

Adirondack Mountain Club General Membership Meeting —starts at 6:30pm at Fellowship Hall -
Amherst Community Church, 77 Washington Highway, Snyder NY 14226. Please park in rear and enter
through back door. Walk up to the 2nd floor. Education Workshop: “The Ten Essentials” - Presented by
Bob Van Hise (6:30-7:15pm — meet adjacent to the main meeting room). Presentation: “Water Matters” -
Presented by Erin Redding, Environmental Scientist at Gomez and Sullivan Engineers, PC. Summer may
be a recent memory, but those who enjoyed western New York’s many waterways these past few months
can appreciate Erin Redding’s work in Buffalo.

Introduction to Meat and Dairy Goats-6pm — 8pm; $5/family. This introductory workshop will cover
the care, basic nutrition, common diseases, and marketing outlets for goat products of the most common
breeds in the US — a perfect workshop for the homesteader or beginning farmer interested in raising goats.
Kate Ewer, a crazy goat lady whose love for goats began as a 4-H youth fifteen years ago, will lead this
workshop. She has experience with dairy, meat, and working goats and now keeps a few Boer Does for a
hobby. Pre-registration is required at www.cce.cornell.edu/chautauqua/leaf1617 at least 3 days prior to the
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Thursday, November 10
After-School Escape- 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Together, kids and their parents or caregivers can enjoy a different,
fun, hour-long outdoor activity. For children in grades K-5. No registration required. Reinstein Woods
Nature Preserve, Depew.

Wellness Walk at Tifft Nature Preserve-10:00am - 12:00pm. Enjoy the fresh air and the sights and
sounds of the season with a healthy, guided outdoor walk on our trails! Please call 716.825.6397 to confirm
walk will be taking place. $2 donation per person appreciated.

PUSH Building Blocks Breakfast Fundraiser-8 to 9am at Temple Beth Zion, 805 Delaware Ave.
Come learn about the work that PUSH Buffalo has been doing with West Side residents to transform a
twenty-five-square block district known as the Green Development Zone (GDZ). A neighborhood that
once faced an epidemic of vacant housing and declining economic and social conditions is being
revitalized by an array of green affordable housing rehabilitation projects, community-based solar and
geothermal installations, urban gardens and job training programs leading to living-wage careers in
weatherization and green construction. RSVP
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Horticulture 11: Hydroponics — 11am to 1pm at Buffalo & Erie County Bot


http://www.buffalogardens.com/collections/adults/products/horticulture-ii-fall-2016-semester
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Sunday, November 13
Wildlife Rehab Class at Hawk Creek- November 12 & 13, 12-4pm Cost is $100. register

Hickory Woods Hike-


http://www.hawkcreek.org/shop/product/wildlife-rehabilitation-course?utm_source=Copy+of+WRF+and+PeFa&utm_campaign=WRF&utm_medium=email
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http://www.niagaragreenway.org/?q=node/557
https://nextgenideas.eventbrite.com/

Thursday, November 17
Wellness Walk at Tifft Nature Preserve-10:00am - 12:00pm. Enjoy the fresh air and the sights and
sounds of the season with a healthy, guided outdoor walk on our trails! Please call 716.825.6397 to confirm
walk will be taking place. $2 donation per person appreciated.

Green Development Tours-8AM. All tours start at 460 Massachusetts Avenue and last approximately one
hour. Email juliawhite@pushbuffalo.org to reserve your spot! Check out the work of PUSH Buffalo.

The Art of Herbology: Lip Saver for Cold Winter Weather —
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mailto:stacy@gobikebuffalo.org

Tuesday, November 22
Sierra Club Meeting-Join others with the Niagara Sierra Club for their monthly meeting at 7pm at Room
227 Duns Scotus Hall, Daemen College. Visit www.daemen.edu/maps for directions.

Buffalo Green Code Public Meeting-Buffalo Common Council has scheduled two public hearings for
consideration of the Buffalo Green Code, including the adoption of the Unified Development Ordinance.
2:00 PM (during Legislation Committee meeting), Common Council Chambers, 13th Floor, City Hall, 65
Niagara Square. The revised UDO is available here.

Thursday, November 24
Happy Thanksgiving!

Friday, November 25
Wellness Walk-10:30am. Ate too much on Thanksgiving? Burn off those extra holiday calories with a
guided walk in the woods. Registration required; call 716-683-5959. Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve,
Depew.

Buckhorn Island Birding-10am — 1pm at Buckhorn Island State Park, 2136 West Oakfield Road, Grand
Island, NY 14072. Forget the Black Friday deals and get outside with the Birds! Join Audubon Naturalist
Tom Kerr for a Birdwatching Hike through Buckhorn Island State Park. The Niagara River hosts one of
the biggest congregations of migrating waterfowl in North America. Pre-registration is required. Please
call 585-457-3228 to register. Donations gratefully accepted.

Saturday, November 26
Turkey Stroll-10am. After Thanksgiving is a great time for a walk in the woods. Join a guided nature walk
to look for wild turkeys and the clues they leave behind. Registration required; call 716-683-5959.
Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve,